
Mary Elizabeth Lease Eager
To Run for U. S. Senator Here

Kansas Stormy Petrel of Politics a
Resident of .Brooklyn and Would
Succeed 4 Young Jim" Wadsworth

Br F. L. SHELLABAKCER.
ELIZABETH s LEASE.

M' yes, the same Mary Elisa-
beth who back In the days of

th Farm em Alliance and Populism
advised the farmer1 of Kansas to
"raise lens corn and more hell," is a
reeaptlve candidate for n seat In the In
United State Senate from New York.
Hr crop nowadays la limited to tomat-
oes, but ah decline to commit her
elf on her possible actlvitiea once the

campaign haa opemd.
Mrs- - Lease wants It understood that

she has consulted no women with re-
spect to her candidacy and doean't In-

tend to do so. She Intimates, Indeed,
that the Indorsement of a feminine
body, as such, would not be warmly
welcomed. She proposea to run for
Senator not as a woman but as a
citizen and voter.

In the late '10s Mary Elisabeth
Lease, biasing the way through the
Western wilderness, asked no quarter
because of the fact that nature had
made her a woman, nor did she give
any. The Anthonys, the Stantons and
the Wlllards had Bought to annex
women's organisations to politics, but
Mrs. Leas played a man's gamo with
men and as a man, striking a man's
blows and winning a man's fights.

Nobody came to understand this
bitter than Lorenzo D. Lewelllng, the
first of all Populist Governors, who,
after appointing her the first and only
woman president of a State board of
charities, sought to remove her. She
stuck to her job and In doing It proved
herself the better man of tho two,
though Lewelllng refused to admit de-
feat until the State 8upreme Court
pave him the count

"It's this way. brother," she said the
other day. Mrs. Lease continues to
speak the language of tho Methodist
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dass meeting, though her name Is on
the rolls of $o ohurch toe fervent
right hand of fellowship language that
carried conviction when she was or-
ganizing the horny handed Bona of
toll.

"It's this way, brother. Some of the
finest men In this State pledged me
their support If I would only say the
word. I am not at liberty to reveal
their names now and anyway the
term of Senator Wadsworth's his
came, isn't it? doesn't expire for
three years. I told them I was not
anxious to hold office, but that I would
cheerfully respond to any call to ser-
vice which might come. I want to be
where I can do the most good.

Patriotism, Not Patroaasje, Slegaa.
' I Bhall be tho candidate of no party.

I am Independent In politics aa in re-
ligion. I must be free to attaok evil
in whatsoever guise It appears. Be-
sides, In these days of fulfilment party
affiliations are being forgotten and
obedience to oarty leaders is refused.
Men, aye, and women too, are thinking
for themselves.

"The Republican party belongs to
ancient history. Unless the Demo
cratic party offers something higher
than mere party success as an Issue
it too will vanish. Patriotism, not
patronage; principle, not pelf, Is the
watchword of the hour. We are at
the period of reformation and read
Juitment, Tlje world Is attaining to
higher ideals. The God, in us la In
the ascendent" I

On a hot August niahtiln 1IW Mrs
Lease, then the Kansas Joan of Arc.
tne high Driest ess of Populism toe
free stiver Minerva, stoid before a
weltering, frenzied audUrtce la Cooper

union hnd uttered this prophecy:
"The discovery and um of gunpow

der brought royalty and labor to a
common level, and the aristocracy of
"wmy la dying out. TBere are woe
tre who will awe. the hut
"owned head fall. Butlla the place
of the aristonaev raeVaitv wo flad
4f-c- , . - 7 .
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masters. The people are coming Into
possession of their own."

Mrs. Lease aat knitting as she spoke,
knitting socks tor soldier who are
fighting In this holiest of all wars, the
war which, she confidently believes. Is
to bring lasting lieaee and eternal jus-
tice to the people. Having heard hr

the old days out West when she was
laying the culprits who fended" the
crime of '7S and amlting the Great
Red Dragon of Wall Street, the re-
porter was unprepared to find her en-

gaged 4n this essentially feminine oc-

cupation- The culm, peaceful atmos-
phere of her Brooklyn home seemed
out of keoplng at tho beginning of
the Interview.

Stitch by stitch she passed In review
those days on which she now looks
back with fear end reverence and com-
pared conditions then with those now
prevailing. If there was Just the sug-
gestion of an "I told you so" sttitude
as she talked no one could have dis-
puted the Justice or her clslm.

"The' triumph of history is the ulti-
mate supremacy of good, the Anal vin-

dication of right," sh'e said. "In these
later days I have seen with gratifica-
tion that my work was not In vain.
Note the list of reforms for which we
pioneer Populists fought and for which
we were maligned, ridiculed.' ostra
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cised. Direct election of Senators,
postal savings banks.. Government
rontrol of railways. Federal supervi-
sion of corporations, the Initiative and
referendum, the income ux. woman
suffrage yes. and prohibition, thank
Oodf

She checked them off plank after
plank. Only free silver of the de-

mands of tne orierinal platform wa
omitted.

"Brother, the times are propitious.

I

The seeds we sowed out In Kansas did
not fall on barren ground. They have
been a long time in bearing fruit, yes,
but nature never does things In a
hurry. It is a long Journey from an
angleworm to a Shakespeare. Radical
changes come slowly.

If the world had been true to the
Sermon on the Mount there would
have been no war. But it was too
busy disputing about the else of John
the Baptist's sandals, too engrossed In
debating whether Paul sang bass or
tenor, to give thought to the teachings
of Jesus Only new hi It beginning to
realise that there Is some meaning In
the Lord's Prayer.

"The war bad to come because we
were without the spiritual strength to
resist the powers of darkness. We
had no means of defence except the
sword. It Is a religious war, not theo
retlcally but absolutely a religious
war. We are at Armageddon, brother,
and we have not reached tho worst
of it yet no, not nearly,

"The forces or good ana evil are in
the death struggle. It la a battle of
ideas primarily. The Scriptural proph
eclea art being fulfilled. The riders of
the red, black and pale horses, war,
famine and death John prophesies
their coming m Revelation, you know

are here and the rider of the white
horse Is on the way., The overruling
purpose of a divine power in human
life will be demonstrated. Righteous
ness shall prevail."

Of course a few words of counsel
to repeat to New-Yor- ji women, now
that they are about to go to 'the ballot
box with their husbands and brothers,
was sought

"TH them,' said Mrs. Lease, ,"to
study, to consult their brains and their
consciences, to forget tney are women,
to Ignore sex. to vote as good citlssns.
They must understand that suffrage
brings a heavy responsibility as wen
aa a Drrrlles. The voting population
layabout to.ha doubted. That means
twice as assay of Um ignsrant to sdu- -

r. I-- Jih.Hh that MaatiA M
treated llcfctkr.

I "Women are waat Wry ars to-d- ay
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Intend her to be a family appendage
merely. Women began to realise that
they didn't have to sit at home all the
time, baking and spinning and sewing.
The consequence was that they started
to develop their Individualities, to
make stronger personalities of them-elve- s,

"Of course when women began to
use their heads aa well as their hands
the standpatters predicted a reaction,
but they were wrong, as they always
are. Tour atandpatter is forever for-
ge ting that the chicken never reen-
ters its shell once It Is hatched: that
the butterfly never crawls back Into
th; chrysalis

"They used to tell us that wo should
stay at home and darn the children'
stockings. Well, my children never
ran around with hol-- s In their knees
yet I managed to find time to take my
place In my little world. 1 hnv,
raised a family of which I am proud
My children are all grown, a'l are
graduates of good schools, and here I
am now working on stockings for
others.

"Woman has come to th polls on
an ox enrt when she should have trav-
elled on a sixty mile an hour train
And all because some of our lenders
were recreant to the trust Imposed In
them. They exploited their weaker-thei- r

more confiding sisters for their
own personal gain. It followed nat-
urally, then, that protestation, denun-
ciation. Indignation, agitation all were
vain. Our enfranchisement Is now at
hand, not because of the captains wo
followed, but because of tho eternal
righteousness of our causa, Victory
Is In reach In spite of the professional
suffro gists.

"The United States is being social-
ized, but, no thanks to the Socialist
party. While the social revolution is
being carried on before their verv
eyes, the professional Socialists gaz
uncomprehending-- . Whl'o mighty
forces are plunplntr humanity forwiird
toward sn Industrial democrat y nn-- l

universal peace, the authorized partv
leaUrrs, with a stupidity thnt Is n

to mludo either
remain passive or Mutually Mrsvo to
ol struct and Impede "

Hasn't 'hnimed In Venrs.
V. ! l.eier hfsnt ihin" 1 Teat

r .1- x Iff r i sr. Sh
r v ! rv' ti ' ' s 1

", few y ."- - jk, i a a were
Tlfvloie rtcoieeit. 111. S'i'.rer and
W odrutv Wl'son. I almlred Roose-
velt despite the fact that hlo Hrogres-lv- e

party stole the Populist platform j

plank by plank, clause by clause, with-
out casting even the faintest shadow
of a word of credit.

"But to-d- I'm against Roosevelt
tooth and nail. This Is no time to
encourage tho enemy by destructive
criticism, constant nagging nf tho
men who aro leading us In the war.

believed In Sulzer until his Impeach-
ment and tho revelations which It
produced. Put I'm afraid Billy was
guilty, brother. I'm afraid he was
guilty. .

"But Woodrow Wilson is still my
Ideal. He is the greatest democrat in
all the world. The man without
vlplrn shall perish.' but Wllron has
vl'icn. True, he sometimes rovorses
hlnvfMf, but what important personage
has not? Why, even I, who. though
born In Pennsylvania, thought myself
a p.irt of the very breath of the Knn-ra- a

prnlrle-- . even I have become an
New Yorker."

At it Mi. loaxp Is one of the I'r.ff
nf r,,,,,'lr nrhoo! "turers In Btook-'y- n

k .rvl e she ct i c's to "on,lnu
'enM until 1521. when f'nntor

uleu nrth's term expire. P'--

ur a on "Tenny on. the Prophet
Poet, and "Browning, tho Psycho
logical," but considers "Why America
Entered tho War" her best discourse.

Possible political opponents might
do well to take notice that her-nam- is
not and never was Mary Ellen, where-for- o

It Is a considerable stretch, just
as it waa In '88 and '90, to call her
Molly Ycllln'." But her oratory, it

is to be assumed from her conversa
tion, is Just as It was when a Western
writer described It:' "A medley of hot
winds and cold chills, Italian zephyrs
and brickbats; a scrap from the Ser-
mon on the Mount fluttering on tho
brink of Hades and blown back by a
breath as soft as ever cooled an In-

fant's fevered brow."

FFORTS of the United States toE rush tho production of air-

planes have taken an unusual
turn In getting the raw material, due
to tho I. W. W. labor troubles Ip the
Northwest. The army has organized
a squadron of the Aviation Corps into
a lumber crew, Is building a great mill
covering two acres at Vancouver Bar
racks, Washington Btato, and will
comb tho for3t reserves for suitable
spruce to be cut up for airplane struts.

The work' of bulkUng the cut up mm
as told of entertainingly In the last

number of the Vancouver Post flfcir-misa-

by Ralph Marlon of Brooklyn,
a Cornell School gradu-
ate, now acting sergeant in the 401st
Squadron, Aviation corps. sergt.
Marlon writes:

"The activities of the 401st Squad
ron are so oloeely linked with tho
building of tho Government cut up
plant that to write of the 401st It is
necessary to write of the cut up plant,
On the site of the former polo Held,

south of the parade grounds and Just
north of the river, there are being built
a large mill, drying kilns and other
buildings which are known as the out
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Hanging in the rooms of the

Rocky Mounts Cluh is the
famous portrait of Marshal
Joffre, by Lotave. This work is
one of the club's proudest pos- -

Odd .Stories From Here
HIPPOCRATES when he de-- 1nLT his oath fcr physicians did'

not dream of modern nJvertlslng
but according to the ethics ot the pro- -
fcsslon, us now construed, h effec-

tually put n ban on nil
bv mean of the printed word.

Kor Rcneratlons tho quack haa bce-- i

drtecteil by his own publ.clty, but 't
haa now come to lluhi that even th
andonts may bo circumvented ethi-
cally.

t oMs only fifty cents In New York
to put an extra name In the telephone
directory, hence this story. There's n

fashionable doctor named bmlth (let
us uy, bocau" It inn't) and his first
name is Leo. His address is Park
avenue and his phono number is Plaza

You Ret the word from a friend that
"fimlth Is a good doctor," nnd a spe-

cialist in fashionable "itU of the day."
You know he Uvea In Park avenue and
you want him. You look up Smith
thero Is the number. You suspect n
mlstako and look up Smyth and there
he is, with the same number. You
think it odd two men ot the same
name havo th same address and you

up plant. The purpose for which they
are.bolng built Is to handle the spruce
being cut for alrplano construction and
reduco it to suitablo sizes.

'Tho work Is being lono by tho
spruce production division of the avia-
tion section .of tho Signal Corps, which
Is In Itself an Innovation,, Tho work
la being officered by CoIT Dlsque and
staff, with headquarters In Portland.
ulthouKh directed by H. S. Mitchell of
Vancouver and his two eons, civilians.
Except for a limited number of civil-Ia- n

millwrights, tho bulk ot the labor
employed is drawn from tho ranks of
the soldiers of the spruce production
division.

"Tho size of tho undertaking may
be realized from the fact that the mill
proper covers over two acres, and
that over one and, a half million feet
of lumber Is being used In its con-

struction. The report Is that the mill
Is to have a capacity of 10,000,000 fret
of lumber a month, working three
shifts.

"Ground wan broken for tho founda
tlon Decomber 1C, and already the ma
chinery is in process of Installation
and the roof nearly completed. This

sessions. The Rocky Mountain
Clul is best remembered by the
public as the organization wflicfl
raised a six figure building found
to have a home of its own and

look up Smythc, nr.d there Is tho same
number 'i&ain. Once more, to be sun?.
you turn to Schmidt nd find the same
wnber nicilii, nnd then yem do not
'oik t and Sohmltt nnd
S..limli to verify your calculations but'
you cnli the eer present ndvertlsw-m- i

nt that coat tho earnest follower of
Hlpi-oirat- s les.s than $3.

A V MUNI) T HAKKR Director
Fy of the Mint, hu- - reoommendeil

that the nickels and
limes hwiriled In children's toy banks

bi- - Invested In thrift and war saving
stamps. Thcto is dual purpose In
tho tiiRh'cstlon. The money Invested
anil drawings Interest is of far more
value to the child than in a bank at
homo nnd the investment of tho money
released small culm for circulation.
Mr. linker tayn

"Millions and millions of dollars In
those minur coins ore now idle In toy
banlii.. coin severs nnd other Mnall
receptacle-- , used chiefly by children In
accumulating savings. The saving of
small coins Is u thrifty habit, by no
means reprehensible, but a truer
method of accomplishing thrift, and at
the same time aiding the United

headway haa been mado despite many
dltllcultles, of which tho bad weather
wns the principal one.

"Of ltswork at the cut up plant, or
rather 'the mill.' as it is known among
tho men, tho 401st feels Justly proud.
1'rom the start tho men of tho 401st
havo been working at Its building.
From mixing concrete for the founda
tion to raising roftors for tho roof,
thoy havo been In the majority among
those giving :i hand. Deyplto the
chances of receiving army pay for
civilian work, dcsplto Sunday work
and despite the mud nnd the rain, the
men of the 401st havo worked stcud
ily for the common cause to make
tho work. a success, to Insure the get
ting of spruce with which to build
airplanes to put out tho Kaiser's eyes.

"Men of all ranks, from the east and
from tho went of this vast country, of
all nationalities (hut at heart nil loyal
Americans) hnvo como hero volun
teered for this service to do our best
Wo would be measured by no other
standard than by tho work wo have
done at the cut up plant, and shall
always strive to 'hold that standard
nnd to Improve on it."

U. S. SOLDIERS AS LUMBERMEN

Agricultural

Oovtrnmenff big mill t Vancouver, barracks

then turned the money over for
jomennd

however, eventually will have a
prominent place in a clubhouse to
be built after the war.

and There
States Government has been provided
through the Issuance of war savings
certificates nnd war savings tatnps.

"The passase of thi- - war revenue act
Ins brought a tremendously Increased
"."niand for snvtll coins, especially
ennlos The ITnltnl states mints are

twenty-fou- r hours a day" nnd
Pundnys In an effort to sunply the de.
mand. Enough small coin" hnuM be
shaken out of the toy hanks of the
ouitry to relieve tho pren'nt 'trln-- 4

my of this fi.rm nf money."
If there Is one place mo! dislrable

than another In which to sow the
iceds of thrift. It Is In the minds of
the children. Kvery $4.12 of these
savings can bo set to work earning 4

fer cent. Interest compounded quar-
terly by tlm purchase, of wnr savings
stamps.

N" ofllelal bulletin received re
cently by the Philadelphia
Bourso from tho Paris Chamber

of Commerco shows that 8,000,000
moro tons of coal were mined in
Franco in 1317 than in 1916, a surplus
thnt promises a speeding up of .our.l- -
tions for Italy. Most ot the Increased
production was in southern France
within a short haul nf Italy. At tho
some time the fields, a
part of which arc In German hands
and tho remainder within ran go of
enemy guns, showed a noteworthy
gain.

Commenting upon tho year's gain in
coal mining, tho bulletin says that In
spite of tho difficulties caused by the
occupation of German troops of v
ernl Important centres the monthly
output rose In a year from 1,771,769
tons to 2,410,039 tons, or 36 per cant.
It odds:

"Each of the coal fields has taken Its
part in tho common effort. Tho

mines have Increased their
output by 600,000 tons a month since
May 1, 1917. The Lolro coal fields
yielded about 400,000 tons more than
the rrovloua year. In the Gord fields
the Increase exceeds 33 per cent.

ESPITE tho fact that there areD' more restaurants downtown
than In any other section In

New York, It Is not uncommon to see
persons standing In restaurants In the
noon rush hour waiting for seats. But
there Is one way to avoid the rush ami
It Is being used to advantage by many,

i'ractlcally every clerk, stenog-- ,
rapher, secretary, telephone operator
and messenger has his or her luncheon
between 12 and 2. The Invasion of the
downtown' restaurants by a great nrmy
of workers has made it uncomfortable
for many persons who don't like to be
shoved or wait for seats. As a result
a little group of thoughtful persons
has hit upon the idea of having lunch'
con beginning at 11:30,

In a restaurant In the financial dts
trlct this little croup meets every fore
noon, except Hundays and holidays. An
observer who saw about twenty per-
sons there thought It unusual and ven
tured 1' to find out.

"You see," said one of them between
bites, "It Is this way. The population
of the financial district has Increased
considerably In the last few yearn,
Proportionately, tho Increase in the
number ot restaurants has not kept
pace with the Increase .of workers and
congestion has resulted. Just imagine
a hungry mob of thousands invadlna
the insufficient number of restaurants
nt one time. Do you see all these peo
pie here now? Well, they belong to
this early lunch club. They put their
heads together and decided to avoidi tho rush."

Joe Bassett Hears
About His Brothel?

Old Man Greenlaw's Story of Green-
ville Enlivens Otherwise Dull

Day in the Poker Saloon

By DAVID A. CURTIS.
AS yo' all 'qualnted with my

brother Pete what runned at
nway fm hum, some'res over

into Mississippi, afo' I growed up?"
naked Joe Bassett ono day. at

Tho silence in old man Greenlaw's
taloon In Arkansas City, which Mr.
Bassett suddenly shattered by asking
this question, had been so long eon-- 1

tlnusd that he had evidently found It
monotonous. Not merely throughout
the day mentioned but for several days
and nights previous to that he had sat
In the saloon with the old man and o'
three others of his associates waiting
for something to happen, but no.

No doings of any description had
disturbed the placid succession of the
hours. Not even conversation had
been attempted by any one. At lr- -

ular Intervals but not frequently
they had partaken of the old man's
whiskey, but it wae in a purely per-
functory way, no one seeming to have
nmbltion enough to stir up convivial-
ity, and for the rest they had con-

sumed their tobacco, each after his
preferred fashion, with hardly a look,
much less n word, to any of the others.
And Mr. Bassett had begun to crave
excitement.

There were times when it was easy
to get excited in Arkansas City, but
this was not such a time. No strang-
ers wero in town, and Mr. Bassett waa
reduced to the necessity of trying to
tart something with such material
a he had at hand.
Obviously the most promising ex-

pedient was to get the old man to
talk. Usually this was the last thing

Ir Hsanett or any of the others
but It was no time to be too par

ticular. Talk would at least break the
and It was fatally easy to

et the old man to talk.
Moreover, when he talked It was

i ually easy to provoke at least verbal
itrlfe. Accordingly Mr. Bassett hud
,ilresMcd his question directly to tho

old man, Ignoring the presence of Mr.
Wintcrbottom, Mr. Blaisdell and Mr.
Pearsall.

As for thoso three gentlemen it is
not too much to aayf that they were
painfully surprised by Mr. Bassett's
act. They knew that he knew that
nothing could "top tho old man from
telling some sort of story on such
provocation as Mr. Bosaett had given,
and they shuddered at the prospect.

Far better in their estimation would
It have been to endure tho monotony
indefinitely 'than to set the old man's
mouth going. Mr. Bassett had spilled
the beans, however, and they realized
the futility of protest. They looked
at htm Indignantly and, reproachfully
and then resigned themselves to tho
worst.

The old man, however, brightened
up Immediately.

'They was a mnn called hlssclf Pete
Hassctt," ha sold, "but I never knowed
iiothla" 'bout his famb'.y r'latlons.
Ibbo he wb him."

Mo' n likely." said Mr. Bassett,
noildlng encouragingly.

Well, o' co'se, I dunno whether
twns or not," said the old man, "but
holn' 'h the name Is the same I reckon
twas. Anyways ho dono come to

Greenville long about the time I
bought out the tavern there an' set up
In business fo' m' ownself."

Yo' mought 'a knowed It!" ex
claimed Mr. Pearsall with a look of
concentrated fury at Mr. Bassett, nnd
forthwith ho wont away from there.
Mr. Pearsall was Intolerant to a de
gree of any mention or areenvuic.
Ho had married n lady from there.

This yer I'ete Bassett." continued
the old man, taking no notice of Mr.

earsall's rudeness, "sho was a most
r'markable man In mo' ways n one.
First off he didn't never have nothln'
to say 'bout nobody b'longln' to him.
nor not Trout his past life nor nothln'."

Mo' 'n likely ho wouldn't," said
Bassett darkly.

'So that was it. hey?" said the old
man. "well, I arays reckoned what
they was eomepln' d'sgraceful 'bout It,
but o co'se 'twa'n't none o' my busi
ness. Dono rode In town a hossback,
an' I nl'ays had my own Idee "bout
that hoss, but 'twa'n't my hoss an' 1

couldn't say nothln'. Kylnd o' 'llcves
my mind, though, to And out a ter all
these years what I waa right.

I says to Deacon Potter when ho
dona bought the hoss offen this yer
Bassett man, what he'd ought fo' to
go slow, seeln' the rightful owner was
liable fo' to show up any time, but tho
Deacon says what ho reckons he 11

take a chanst, lioln' ' ho got him
cheap nn- - don't 'ntend fo' to keep him
his ownself nohow. Used to buy up
hossea.fo' the New Orleans market an'
ship 'em down the river.

"He done got shut o this un that
away, an' they wa'n't never nothln
mo' knowed. They was a planter f'm
some'res nigh tho river done come to
the tavern a few days later what was
c'nsld'nblo het up 'long o' havln' bis
saddle hoss stolo offen him, but this
Bassett peVson wa'n't nowheres 'round
at the time, on' tho Deacon he couldn't
glvo no info'matlon, so the planter, I
dlsremember his namo but ho was a
vi'lent looking man, ho done tooken
a few drinks an', went away.

Just nachully 1 didn't say nothln',
lie wa'n't no reg'lar customer an', the
Deacon was. An' Bassett had done
gnve signs o' been' some free with his
money when he had It.

"Come to think on It they was p'lnts
o rsemoiance oeiwixi nun an yo.
Pears llks It's soma cur'ous what I
never thunk on It afo', but ho must
'a' been yo' brother.

"He wa'n't no slch flghtln' man as
yo' all, but he was wlllln' enough. An'
ha played a tol'able good game o' pokor
too, but o' co'se they wa'n't no slch
.'dvantages tout beln' learned the fine
p'lnts as thoy Is in Arkansas City, an'
just nachully he wa'n't what mought
bo called a expert They was enough
poker played In Greenville thorn days,
but 'twas mo' of a fambly game, llko.

"Anyways Peto Bassett, he done
settled downjnto Greenville soon as
hn dona d'xoosed of his hoss. an' havln'
the proceeds he dono made hlssolt to
hum 'round the tavern. Just nachully
I didn't had. no 'bjectlons, him beta' a

tol'able good drinker an' free with his
money, like I said, an' 'twa'n't tons
afo' he done got a chonst to' to set In

the game In the back room.
"H edone tolable well at It too, fo a

spell. Parea like that was the trouble
with him. Them that doee tol'able well

poker Is like them that does tol'able
woll at 'most anythln' else. They
don't never 'mount to a hellova lot

" 'rears like hell must be plumb full
e at at A a --t. a..H.ul l . ,1 . T..

tol'ablo well too, so they don't none oa
'cm never git ahead none to speak of.
That was what Pete Bassett done. Is
yo' all sho he was yo' brother!"

"I never knowed nobody else name
Pete Bassett, nor they ain't no other

fambly o' Bassetts In this section, 's
fur 's I knows," replied Mr. Joe Bas-
sett gravely.

"I al'ays s'plcloned ot it." said the
old man, "but o' co'se I didn't had no
means o' knnwln' positive, him not
sayln' nothln', ,an' yo' all not never
makin' no 'qu tries afo', an' Just
nachully I never said nothln', not
wantin' to be tho one to harry yo' all
up with tho ghastly details, not
'thou ton yo' was to ast fo' 'em. But o'
co'se now yo' done ast " and he
paused with a questioning look as If
hesitant about lacerating Mr. Bassett's
feelings.

"Do yo' dara'dest." said 'Mr. Bassett
encouragingly. "I al'ays knowed I'd
know tho wuat eventual. Mought aa
well be now as any time."

Well, 'taln't no fault o' mine, him
comln' to the kylnd of a eond he did,"
said the old man. "I never let him
have no liquor, not 'thouten ho had
tho price, mo' special when I seen he
was drlnkln' hisself to death, what he
would 'a' did ondoubted if It hadn't 'a'
been fo' htm hurryin' things up wiffl
indiscretions like."

"Pote al'ays was hasty," said Mr.
Bassett as one who acknowledges a
regrettable fact,

"That's Just It," said the old man.
"He was hasty. 'Peared like he wa'n't
never c'ntented fo' to let things take a
nachul co'Se. If he was sot tin' nto a
game an' waa to git n hand what ha
didn't had no show o' wlnnin' the pot
legitimate, mo' 'n likely he'd ondertake
to bluff 'thouten havln' the right Idee
o' when a bluff was liable fo' to go
through successful. Played hell with
his game.

"But that wa'n't the wust of it.
'Pears like he done had the right idee
o' one thing into tho gamo an' he
mought 'a' did amazln' well If it hadn't
a been fo' his onfort'nlt habit o' beln'
In too much of a hurry". They was tho
elements of a player Into him, hut he
didn't had no patience. Other ways,
that ono right idee o" hla'n 'd 'a' heel!
liable fo' to make him rich on' re-
spectable afo he died, but no.

"Ho dono got that deo fm me. I
says to him one day, 'Pete,' I says.
yo" all playa to'able good game, on'y
fo' blullln' too frequent, but they ain't
nothln' in that. Anybody c'n play a
tol'able good game. Thing to do,' I
says, 'Is to study tho deal mo. Tho
man what c'n deal 'em the way ho
wants 'cm is tho one 'II win.

"Well, he studies on this n spell an'
'pears like he sees a grc't white light
ahead. He was right 'ntclllgent 'bout
some things, but lawless like an' hasty.
like I done said. Hut when he seen
the idee he 'peared to cotton to It lm- -
mejlt, an' he says he's gwloe to try
it. An' he buys a new deck to practice
with an' goes off home to learn hisself
how to deal.

Well, o' co'se he'd ouuht fo' to
knowed what that wa'n't a thine c'd
be did In a week, or a month. A man
Is got to work at it steady fo' a hellova
while afo' he c'n 'xpect to git away
with it, not If them he'H playln' with
ain't stono blind.

"But what does this here Pete Bas
sett do? 'Stead o' p'parin' hisself first
off, like he'd ought, he goes off half
cocked. "Twa'n't mo' 'n three days later
afo' ho comes back to the tavern an'
sets In at tho game same 's usual.
but a cock-a-who- air onto him liko
he was lookln' fo to give the party
c'nsid'able of a H'priae, which he aho'
done, on'y he 'peared to he mo a prised
'n they was afo' the p'ceedln'a was
over.

Deacon Potter was Into the gam.
an' so was Buck Masters, an' anythln'
they was dlddtn' at the table what one
o' them two didn't see t'other one did
ev'ry time. They was playln' a tol'able
stiff game, too, an' just nacnuuy tney
was watchln things clos'ter 'n over,
an' this yer brother o' yo'n beln' a
comparative stranger. Just nachully
they was payln' p'tic'lar 'tcntlon t
him.

"Even at that it mought not 'a' been
so bad if he'd 'a' went mo' slow like,
but the very first tlmo it comes his
deal ho started In.

"I nover seen a mo ambitious enVt
did by nobody nowheres. 'Peared like
he must 'a' reckoned on cleanln out
the crowd at one swoop. Buck Mas-

ters holt fo' aces afo' tho draw, an' the
Deacon had fo' kings. An' when they
looked at tills Bassett person's hand
later on they seen he had a straight
(lush.

'But they didn't nobody wait to
'nvestlgato that till a'terwards. First
off the Deacon pulled a derringer sa
entered his protest right through Bas-
so tfs face, an' Buck Masters wa'nt
mo' n two winks later with a revolver,
so when I come In all 'a I o'd do wan
to lift his head an' listen to bis last
words.

"Ho didn't had stren'th to say a
heap, but bo done ol me fo' to r'mem- -
toer htm to yo' all, case I was to meet
up with yo' an' yo' was to as t me. It s
al'ays kylnd o' preyed onto my mind,
but o' co'se I couldn't ssy nothln' till
yo' all done broke the rubjec.

"They wa'n't quite money enough In
his wad fo' to bury him like I knowed
yo' all 'd want It did, so I put up the
balance. "Long with tnt'rest It's "bout
t&O, but yo' ail c'n settle that any time
it's convenient."

"I will." ?ald Joe Bassett with tho
air of one who has heard enough, and
he roso from his ohalr nnd went out-

side.
Ho had not gone iar when Mr. Je

Wintcrbottom overtook him.
"I nover knowed yo' all had u

brother. Joe," sold Mr. Wluterbottom.
"I never knowed It my ownself till

now," sola Mr. .Bassett. v
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